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economically (at current market prices and with available technology) is reasonably assured. Reserves are sub sets
of, and not synonymous with, resources.

Risk Assessment
The determination of the nature and extent of risk by analysing potential hazards and evaluating existing
conditions of vulnerability that could pose a potential threat or harm to people, property, livelihood, and the
environment.

Risk Management
The systematic process of using administrative decisions, organisation, operational skills, and capacities to
implement policies, strategies, and coping capacity of the society and communities to lessen the impact of
hazards.

Seismic Hazard
In the context of engineering design, seismic hazard is defined as the predicted level of ground acceleration which
will be exceeded by 10 per cent over the probability of hazard at the site under construction due to occurrence of
earthquake, anywhere in the region, in the next 50 years.

Smog
Hazy, unhealthy air polluted by smoke, chemical fumes, or dust.

Social ecology
A radical ecological position championed by Murray Bookchin and maintaining that environmental problems can
be traced to a hierarchical political/economic system that dominates humans and nature. It calls for a
decentralized, democratic, and agricultural based society.

Soil erosion
The process by which productive topsoil is eroded by wind or water action.

Solar power
The use of solar energy for heating purposes or for generating electricity.

Solid waste disposal
The final placement of waste that cannot be recycled or salvaged.

Stratification
A hierarchical system based on unequal distribution of resources or other things that humans value.

Sustainable Development
A economical, ecological and social development path along which the maximization of human well being for
today’s generations does not lead to declines in future well being.

Sustainability
Forms of progress that meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their needs.

Threshold
When used in reference to a species, an ecosystem, or another natural system, it refers to the level beyond which
further deterioration is likely to precipitate a sudden adverse, and possibly irreversible, change.
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Toxic wastes
Wastes that can cause harm to humans and the environment and can be found in the air, water, or soil.

Urbanization
The process by which an increasing share of the population of country lives in cities.

Village
Traditional form for community, clustering housing, close social ties, but often with restrictive traditional and
practices that limited education and individual freedom.

Vulnerability
The degree of loss to a given element at risk or set of such elements resulting from the occurrence of a natural (or
man made) phenomenon of a given magnitude and expressed on a scale from 0 (no damage) to 1 (total loss).

Waste Water
Generic term for water containing impurities, also of late sewage.

Water pollution
Degradation of the natural quality of water.

Water table
The level below the surface at which the ground is saturated with water.

Wetlands
Several different types of habitats containing water, e.g., marshes, swamps, and bogs. They act as filters for rivers
and steams and minimize the effects of flooding by storing water.

Wildlife
All undomesticated organisms in an area, especially animals.
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